Mucosal immunity and bacteriology of the eustachian tube.
The pathogenesis of otitis media is a multifaceted process that is not completely understood. Eustachian tube dysfunction plays a central but uncertain role, as do viral and bacterial microorganisms. Of the latter, the three most important are Streptococcus pneumoniae, Haemophilus influenzae and Moraxella catarrhalis. This article reviews the various mechanisms of infection and the immune system's response to them.